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596 Reviews of Books 

A History of Slavery in Cuba, 1511 to 1868. By Hubert H. S. 

AiMES, Ph.D., of Yale University. (New York and London : 

G. P. Putnam's Sons. 1907. Pp. xi, 298.) 

This is the second contribution to the general history of Cuba made 
by an American scholar since 1899. The first was Professor J. M. 
Callahan's Cuba and International Relations with which the present work 
has certain features in common: both represent extensive, rather than 
intensive, investigation, and both have largely failed to subordinate the 
multiplicity of detail to clear and constructive historical exposition. In 
consequence Professor Aimes's book is many times more scholarly than 
it is readable. 

The work is, on the whole, a valuable addition to Cuban historical 
writing: it is conscientious and remarkably fair in its judgments of men 
and events and brings together for the first time some part of the mass 
of information on the slave-trade in Cuba buried in the British Parlia- 
mentary Papers. The following observations aim at pointing out short- 
comings in the work rather than at complete characterization of it. 

The title is, to a certain extent, a misnomer: the work deals almost 
exclusively with the slave-trade and only incidentally with the institu- 
tion of slavery. The author himself explains in his preface : " I have 
not been able to treat of the domestic slave regime, with which I hope 
to supplement the contents of this book " But eight short chapters 
hardly suffice to treat even the slave-trade adequately. 

The subject had already been treated in a notable manner up to the 
year 1818 (and less fully up to about 1838) by Jose Antonio Saco in his 
Historia de la Raza Africana en el Nuevo Mundo, Tomo I., Barcelona, 
1879, and in a posthumous volume, Havana, 1893. The debt of Professor 
Aimes to this Cuban author is very great, but is nowhere specifically 
acknowledged, unless by the citation of Saco sixty-one times in the foot- 
notes. Saco's well-reasoned pamphlets in opposition to the slave-trade 
are scarcely noticed and no reference is made to the writings and efforts 
of other eminent Cubans, e. g., Felix Varela, Jose de la Luz y Caballero, 
Domingo del Monte and Jose Miguel Angulo y Heredia, to create opin- 
ion adverse to slavery and the trade. Other startling shortcomings may 
be noted : the neglect to give any account of the alleged negro conspiracy 
of 1844, one of the obscurest and most extraordinary incidents in the 
history of Cuba, as well as of previous servile uprisings, and the inade- 
quate treatment of the remarkable activities of the British consul-general 
and superintendent of liberated Africans at Havana, David Turnbull. 
The author in passing asserts that there actually developed in 1843 and 
1844 "a servile conspiracy of extraordinary extent" (page 145), a thing 
which has by no means been proved. The establishment of the Sociedad 
Abolicionista Espanola at Madrid in 1865 is not mentioned and the 
abolitionist ideas which found expression in Cuba long before 1868 are 
quite ignored by the author. The great mortality among the slaves 
caused by the epidemics of cholera in 1833 and 1850 and by epidemics 
of small-pox is not noted. 
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Appendix 11. contains statistics of slaves imported into Cuba from 
1512 to 1865, but the total compiled by Professor Aimes is altogether 
too small and might be refuted even from his ovvrn text. The capture 
of Havana by the English did not occur in 1763 (page 32), and Tacon 
was a native of Cartagena, Spain, not of Venezuela (page 121). The 
Real Sociedad Economica of Havana, wrhich sometimes used alternately 
the title Real Sociedad Patriotica, figures incorrectly in the text, in the 
foot-notes and in the bibliography as the " Real Sociedad Patriotica y 
Economica ". The bibliography at the end of the volume abounds in 
errors and repetitions and several works containing important informa- 
tion on the slave-trade, especially many pamphlets of considerable inter- 
est were not consulted, or, at least, are nowhere referred to. Some 
curious opinions are expressed, e. g , Zaragoza is said to be an " impar- 
tial " historian (page 284) and Ferrer de Couto " impartial and reliable " 
(page 288). Pezuela is also pronounced "impartial" (page 281). The 
epithet "renegade", which is applied to Narciso Lopez (page 174), 
should have been avoided. 

The author was able to use the " Archivos [sic] de Indias " (preface) 
and he gives a list in his bibliography of thirty-five documents from that 
archive for which students will be very grateful. But Professor Aimes, 
though he spent some time in Havana, neglected — and this is unpar- 
donable — to consult the records in the Archivo Nacional at Havana, 
from which he would have gathered new and precious information at 
first hand. 

Space does not permit any discussion of the author's generalizations 
or conclusions. They are in the main eminently fair and judicious. 

Luis M. Perez. 

History of the Society of Jesus in North America, Colonial and 
Federal. By Thomas Hughes. Volume L From the First 
Colonization till 1645. (London and New York: Longmans, 
Green and Company; Cleveland: Burrows Brothers Company. 
1907. Pp. xiv, 655.) 
The History of the Society of Jesus in North America, Colonial 
and Federal. By Thomas Hughes. Volume L, Part i. Docu- 
ments, Nos. 1-140 (1605-1838). (London and New York: 
Longmans, Green and Company; Cleveland: Burrows Brothers 
Company. 1908. Pp. xvi, 600.) 

We have here the first portion of a notable work. The Society of 
Jesus is preparing a " comprehensive historical series, comprising in 
different languages an authentic account of the Society over the world " 
During the first century and a half of Jesuit work in the British colonies 
of North America, that work was a part of the English province and 
not until the nineteenth century was a separate American province es- 
tablished. Father Hughes is the historian of the American province, 



